MAHMOUD SAID:

l
Cafalogque.

As the furst ever published survey of any Middle Eastern artist, this thorough catalogue
raisonné of the renowned Eqyptian modernist incorporates all works of art, including
paintings and drawings, by the artist known to date as well as in-depth essays related
to his outstanding oevwre and some rare archival material including photographs,
correspondances and other documents. By Rebecca Anne Proctor

ne of the preatest Middle Eastern artists of

the twenticth century, Epyptian master

Mahmoud Ssid (1987-1964) is known for

landscapes, traditional peasant life in the

rural country side as well as enrapruring
decade countless works by 5aid have made moords at auction. In
April 2010 at Christic’s Dubai Sale, Les Chadouwfs, painted in
1934, was the top lot of the cvening selling for $2,434, 500
{Dhs8,939,484) and serting a record for the sale of any modern
painting by a Middle Eastern artist. Just a few months later at the
Christies Dubai Sale in October 2010, Saids Whirling Dervishes
topped that recond when it sold for $2,546,500 (Dhs0,353,294),
well exceeding its high estimate of $400,000 and sstablishing a
new world auction record for the artist. The painting, llke all of
the artist’s works, captures the beauty of Epyptian heritage and
culture. It depicts a traditional Islamic ritual of six identically
dressed Mawlawi dervishes who expresively twirl in enchantment
while performing 2 Sema or dance. There have been many more
top prices at anction for the artist over the yeams — each time
reinstating the magnificence of Said’s oouve.

This year, the artist has made history once apain: the caralogue
raisonné of his work published by Skira in Milan mads the frst
ever literary oeuve of such calibre on a Middle Eastem artist.
Wrtten and researched in co-anthorship between Valérie Didier
Hess, Business Director Christie’s Middle East and Dir. Hussam
Rashwan, a prominent Alexandrian collector of modern Epyptian
art, the two-volume tome comprises 382 paintings and 36
unidentificd works of which 56 are newly discovered and 51
illustrated for the first time; 379 drawings most of which have
never been published as well a5 238 documents and photographs
beantiful reproductions of the artist’s work, the two volumes also
offer 11 scholady articles on the subject commisioned and
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written by leading academics in the field, indnding Nada
Shabount, Dr Amal MNasr and Mohamed Salem, among many
others. Also presented are 17 seminal articles on the subject of
Said’s work and Epyptian art previously of difficult acoess and here
translated from French and Arahic into English for the first time.
Hip through the carefolly reproduced pages of this crucial
literary artefact in the ficld of Middle Eastern art history, and the
reader will relish in a plethora of information on the realm of
Egyptian modern history and s artistic milien. A viral tool for
any student or lover of the region and its art, this catalogue
raisonné opens np a much-needed portal into art historical
docomentation of Middle Eastern art history. In fact, the fimst
cssay in volume 1 titled The Caralogue Raisonnd of Mahmoud
Safd within the Context of International Are Madcer Law: New
Legal and Practical Perspectives by Yamer Omar Amine, an
esteemed intellectual property lawyer in Epypt, cxplores isnes of
authenticity in the fast-developing art market of the Middle East
a8 well as how necessary the catalogue misonné is for the region’s
art. “Surprisingly, the catalogue raisonné has until now been a
neglected tool in the art market of the Arab world and remains
somewhat unfamiliar to the players in the ficld,” writes Amine

"BOOKS

Otther chapters delve into the exploration of Egyptian identity
through Said’s wod the artists dislogue with European art; Salid
and the intemational art market and the materialism and
spirimality inherent in the artist’s imeless oewvre.

An oblipatory compendium for all lovers of the Middle East and
its art, Mabmoud Saied: Cautloque Reaisonné s the result of five yeams
of dedicated rescarch on the subject. The idea was bom in 2010
when Christiek was enrrusted to sell the private collection of Dir
avid collector of modem Epyptian art. The collection included 10
works by Mahmoud 5aid. It was during this time thar Didier-Hes
met Dt Rashwan and they embarked on the project to create a
Chtalogue Raisonné of Mahmoud Saids oewvre,

A wodt of ant iedf, this momumental tome is a historical feat for
the region and the wodd. With it Middle Eastern art seoores an
imternationsl mach in the global art word and thus the opportunity
to be loved and chenshed by an intemational andience. &
mahwmoud-saioloom and skara.med
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